
 
 
 
Predict09.eu is a prediction of the outcome of the June 2009 European Parliament elections and the resulting make-up of the next European Parliament. The 
prediction is based on a statistical model of the performance of national parties in European Parliament elections, developed by three leading political scientists: 
Simon Hix (London School of Economics), Michael Marsh (Trinity College Dublin), and Nick Vivyan (London School of Economics). 
The prediction will be updated each week until the elections on 4-7 June. 

  
 

 
 

 
 
Executive Summary    

The European People’s Party will still be the largest group in the next European Parliament, with approximately 249 seats, which is a decrease in percentage 
terms, from 37% to 34% of the MEPs. The Socialist group will win approximately 209 seats, which is a slight increase in percentage terms, from 27% to 28% of 
the MEPs. The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) will secure approximately 87 seats. A new European Conservative group, composed of the 
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British Conservatives and their allies, may be the fourth largest group, with about 56 seats. There will be approximately the same number of anti-European and 
Extreme Right MEPs (about 50 in total) in the new Parliament as in the current Parliament. 
Whereas in the current European Parliament the combined forces of the centre-right are larger than the combined forces of the centre-left, in the new Parliament 
the centre-left are centre-right will be evenly balanced: with about 41% of the seats each, compared to 38% for the left and 40% for right in the previous 
parliament. 
On the basis of our predicted make-up of the next European Parliament, José Barroso has a good chance of being re-elected as Commission President. 
However, this assumes that the Liberals (ALDE) would support an EPP-Conservative coalition in support of Barroso, which is not a foregone conclusion. An 
alternative “progressive” coalition, of Liberals, Socialists, Greens, and Radical Left MEPs could still block the re-election of Barroso. 
Note: The total number of MEPs will fall from 785 in the current European Parliament to 736 in the new European Parliament elected in June. 
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Foreword by the President of the European Parliament 
 

Hans-Gert Pöttering    

The forthcoming European Elections on 4 - 7 June will be the seventh direct elections to the European Parliament. Since the first direct elections in 1979, the 
European Parliament has developed into a fully-fledged legislative body, sharing decision-making with the Council of Ministers in about 75% of European 
legislation. Today's Parliament is both powerful and influential. When the Lisbon Treaty comes into force, this figure would rise to co-decision in almost 100% of 
areas where the EU has the power to legislate. 

 

Having the privilege to be one of five MEPs continuously a member since 1979, I have witnessed this gradual increase in democratic accountability of EU policy 
making. This June nearly 380 million citizens from across the European Union's 27 Member States will have the right to vote for the next European Parliament. 
In these challenging times the newly-elected Parliament will continue to need to address issues such as the current economic and financial situation, as well as 
climate change, immigration, and the promotion of peace and democracy in the world. This exercise by Professors Michael Marsh and Simon Hix is a useful 
contribution to understanding a very complex set of interacting factors, and seeking to get to grips with voter expectations. 
Hopefully this report, which has been commissioned by Burson-Marsteller, will add some excitement and interest to the contest which in turn will incite EU 
citizens to come out and vote in these elections. It is of vital importance that European citizens exercise their democratic right, because the European Parliament 
plays a crucial role in decision-making that affects the daily lives of each and every one of the EU's 500 million citizens. 
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Methodology 
 

The methodology behind this prediction of the outcome in the June 2009 elections is as follows. 
First, we collected the vote-shares each national party received in all the previous European Parliament elections, since 1979, in all 27 member states. 
Second, we developed a statistical technique to work out the best ‘predictors’ of these national party vote-shares. We found that the most accurate model of party 
performance in European Parliament elections is to start from the opinion polls close to the elections, and then modify predictions made on the basis of these 
polls with information about the vote-share a party received at the previous national election, whether a party is in government, whether a national party is an anti-
European party, and whether the European election was held within a year of a previous national election. Put another way, in all previous European Parliament 
elections, opinion polls are reasonable predictors of party performance, but tend to overestimate support for large governing parties, and underestimate support 
for small parties and anti-European parties. In a sense, our statistical model ‘corrects’ the opinion poll data and leads to more accurate prediction of European 
Parliament results. 
Third, we used this model to predict the proportion of votes for each party in each member state in the 2009 European Parliament elections. We update these 
predictions as new opinion poll data becomes available. The latest national party vote-shares are available on member state analysis page. 
Fourth, from these predicted party vote-shares we calculated the number of MEPs each national party should win, according to the particular electoral system 
and seat-calculation method used in each member state. 
Fifth, we used the predicted number of MEPs for each national party to calculate how many seats each political group in the European Parliament should win, as 
shown on the European analysis page. 
One might think that a much simpler way of predicting party vote-shares in European Parliament elections would be to look at the latest opinion polls in each 
member state. This is not, in fact, the case! Opinion polls for European Parliament elections are less accurate than opinion polls for national elections. This is 
because voters are usually thinking about national elections when answering European election polls. Also, large numbers of voters tell pollsters they intend to 
vote in the European Parliament elections yet less than 50% of voters end up turning out in the elections. 
The figure below shows how our method is an improvement on an opinion poll-based method. The left-hand graph shows the difference (the “error”) between the 
actual vote-share of every national party in every previous European Parliament election and the predicted vote share based on the party’s standing in an opinion 
poll just before the election. The right-hand graph shows the difference between the actual vote-share each national party won and the predicted vote-share from 
our more complete statistical model. It can be seen that the scatter is compressed by our model. The red horizontal lines in the graphs indicate the point below 
which 90% of the observations are clustered. The line in the right-hand figure is lower than the line in the left-hand figure, illustrating how our model produces less 
error than does a poll-only model. 
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The Statistical Model in More Detail 

 

 

The predictions made here derive from a statistical model estimated using data from European Parliament elections 1979-2004. The model contains the following 
information for each party: 
• Opinion poll % from a couple of months before the EP election; 
• The % vote at the previous general election – squared; 
• The % vote at the previous general election – cubed; 
• The % vote at the previous election for government parties only, all others coded at zero; 
• The % vote at the previous election for anti-EU parties only, all others coded at zero; 
• A variable coded at 1 for a government party if a government is within its first year, otherwise coded zero; and 
• A constant term. 
The model was estimated on 657 party-election cases using ordinary least squares regression with robust standard errors and all of these predictors were 
significant at the .05 level. The R-squared was 0.86 and the root Mean Squared Error (MSE) was 4.4. Using Spring poll standings rather than the result of the last 
general election provides for a less effective model, with a root MSE of 4.8 and an R-squared of 0.83. Using just the Spring opinion poll the root MSE is 4.9 and 
R-squared is 0.82. 
The model was then applied to current parties, and the results were used to estimate the seats that would be won by each party. 



 

Overall Analysis 
 

Range of Predicted EP Group Sizes  
 

The homepage shows the average predicted number of seats for each European Parliament group from our model. We approximate the uncertainty surrounding 
these predictions using simulation techniques. Based on our model we generate 1,000 simulations of the election outcome. The results of these simulations, 
illustrated here, give us an idea of the likelihood of a range of possible outcomes of the elections. In each graph, the horizontal axis shows possible electoral 
outcomes , in terms of numbers of seats won by a European Parliament group. Each plotted curve summarizes our predicted probabilities of seat outcomes for 
each party. That is, if we take the area under the plotted curve between any two points on the seats axis, this area represents our predicted probability that the 
eventual number of seats won by a group will lie in the range between these two points. For example, our predicted probability that the EPP will win between 240 
and 260 seats is 61%, while the predicted probability that the Socialists will win between 200 and 220 seats is 67%. 
The first figure shows the range of outcomes for the two largest groups. Even if the British Conservatives and Czech ODS leave the EPP group, it is still highly 
probable that the EPP group will be the largest group in the next Parliament: with 240-260 MEPs, against 200-220 MEPs for the Socialists. In fact, we estimate 
that the Socialist group has only a 2% probability of being larger than the EPP group. 

 

http://www.predict09.eu/default/en-us/european_analysis.aspx�
http://www.predict09.eu/default/en-us/european_analysis.aspx�


Turning to the smaller groups, it is almost certain that the ALDE will be the third largest group, with 80-100 MEPs. The British Conservatives and Czech ODS are 
planning to leave the EPP and form a new European Conservative group, perhaps with the remaining members of the Union for a European of Nations group – 
here we assume that the Italian Allianza Nazionale MEPs will join the EPP and the Irish Fianna Fail will join ALDE, which both currently seem likely. If this 
happens, it will almost certainly be the fourth largest group in the new European Parliament, with 52-60 MEPs. The two other groups on the centre-left will be 
next, with the European United Left/Nordic Green Left (EUL/NGL) with 40-50 MEPs, and the Greens/EFA (G/EFA) with 35-45 MEPs. The 
Independence/Democracy (ID), composed of Eurosceptic MEPs, should be the smallest group with 10-20 MEPs, but might be joined by some of the 30 or so 
non-attached (na) members, who will be elected to the new Parliament without an initial membership of one or other of the existing political groups. 

 

 

Balance of Power Inside the EP Groups 
Although the overall balance of power between the political groups is unlikely to change dramatically between the current European Parliament and the new 
European Parliament, the June 2009 elections are likely to change the balance of power inside the three main groups. 

 



 



 



 

 

 

Inside the EPP there are likely to be fewer German, British and Czech MEPs and more Polish, Italian and French. The German CDU/CSU is likely to remain the 
largest delegation in the EPP group. In the Socialists there are likely to be fewer French and Spanish MEPs and more German and Italian, with the German SPD 
the largest delegation. In the Liberals (ALDE) there are likely to be fewer French MEPs and more German, with the British and German delegations dominating 
the new group. 



 

Analysis by Member State 
 

The tables on this page show the mean predicted vote-shares and MEPs for each national party in June 2009, compared to the vote-shares and MEPs the 
parties won in the previous European Parliament elections. The parties in government in each member state are indicated with an asterisk. Also, with a reduction 
in the total seats in the Parliament from the current 785 to 736 most member states will have fewer MEPs after June. As a result, more parties will lose seats than 
win seats. 
Some of these member state-level predictions should be interpreted with caution, as it is not clear yet which parties or coalitions of parties will stand in the 
upcoming elections in some countries. It is also not yet clear how the current economic crisis will affect voting behaviour and turnout, which might alter the 
election outcomes considerably in some countries. As a result, these member state-level predictions are likely to be less accurate than the aggregate-level 
predictions of the seat-shares of the European political groups. 
Austria - Belgium - Bulgaria - Cyprus - Czech Republic - Denmark - Estonia - Finland - France - Germany - Greece - Hungary - Ireland - Italy - Latvia - Lithuania - 
Luxembourg - Malta - Netherlands - Poland - Portugal - Romania - Slovakia - Slovenia - Spain - Sweden - United Kingdom 

 

Austria 
With growing Euroscepticism in Austria and a grand coalition government we predict that the two main parties – the SPÖ and ÖVP – will see a major decline in 
their vote-shares. They may not lose too many seats, however, as the electoral system formula in Austria favours the larger parties. It is not yet clear with Hans-
Peter Martin will stand again in the elections. We assume that he will not. We expect the new right-wing party, BZÖ, to pick up one seat. 

 

 

Belgium 
We predict that the result in Belgium will be even more fragmented than five years ago. All the main parties should lose seats except the Flemish Socialists 
(currently in opposition) and the Wallonian Christian Democrats (CDH). The main winners will be the new right-libertarian party in Flanders, Lijst Dedecker, which 
we expect to pick up two seats, and the Front National in Wallonia, which might win one seat. 
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Bulgaria 
The main centre-right opposition party in Bulgaria, Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (GERB), is running higher in the opinion polls than the main 
governing party, the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP). However, an unsually large number of Bulgarian voters remain undecided, so we are uncertain whether the 
current support for GERB will hold up in June. 

 
  



Cyprus 
We predict that the left-wing Cypriot President’s party, AKEL, will win fewer votes than the main conservative opposition party, DISY. But, with only 6 seats at 
stake we do not expect any seat changes in June. 

 

Czech Republic 
With the collapse of the conservative ODS government in March, in the middle of the Czech Presidency of the EU Council, it is not yet clear whether this will 
benefit the other main party, the Social Democrats (CSSD). Nevertheless, we predict that the Social Democrats will be the main winners of the election, with the 
Greens (SZ) also picking up a seat. We also expect the ODS to leave the EPP group and sit with the British Conservatives in a new “European Conservative” 
group. 

 

Denmark 
We predict the main opposition party, the Social Democrats (SD), to come out on top in Denmark, but will not do anywhere near as well as they did five years 
ago, and hence might even lose a seat. Meanwhile, we expect the Socialist People’s Party (SFP) and the Danish People’s Party (DFP) to pick up an extra seat 
each. 



 

Estonia 
We expect the main opposition party in Estonia, the Centre Party (KESK), to win the elections and pick up a seat, while the main losers are likely to be the Social 
Democrats (SDE) who are currently very low in the polls and unlikely to pick up support because they are in government. 

 

Finland 
With only 13 seats up for grabs, a broad coalition government, and some high profile MEPs, we expect the election outcome to be relatively stable in Finland. 
Nevertheless, we predict the new nationalist and Eurosceptic party, True Finns (PS), to win a seat at the expense of the Centre Party (KESK). 

 



 

France 
Despite the fact that the French conservatives, the UMP, are in government, we predict that they will do well in the elections while the French Socialists (PS) will 
do worse than they did five years ago, when President Chirac was unpopular and the Socialists were riding high in the polls. We also predict that the new Anti-
Capitalist Party (NPA) will win seats, while the Front National should lose seats and the Greens lose several seats. 

 

Germany 
We predict that the German Christian Democrats (CDU/CSU) should win more seats than the Social Democrats (SPD). However, the SPD should pick up seats 
compared to their dismal performance in 2004, while the CDU/CSU, who where in opposition when the elections where held five years ago, are likely to lose 
seats overall. As a result of a swing against the two parties in the grand coalition, we also predict that the Left Party (LINKE) and the Liberals (FDP) will win seats, 
while the Greens may lose some seats.  

 



 

Greece 
We predict that the conservative New Democracy (ND) party, which is in government in Athens, will be punished by the voters in June. However, the main 
opposition Socialist Party (PASOK) is unlikely to pick up more than one seat, with one of the radical left parties, SYN, the ultra-conservative party, LAOS, and the 
Greens each likely to gain a seat. 

  

Hungary 
Support for the governing Socialist Party (MSzP) has collapsed in Hungary, while the conservative opposition Fidesz are running extraordinarily high in the polls. 
However, we predict that the way the seats are allocated in Hungary, via the d’Hondt system, should mean that Fidesz should not gain more than a couple of 
seats at the Socialists expense. 

 

Ireland 
The governing Fianna Fáil party in Ireland is at an all time low in the opinion polls, while the opposition Fine Gael is running ahead. However, we do not expect 
many seats to change hands in Ireland because of the small regional districts. We also expect Fianna Fáil to leave the Union for a Europe of Nations (UEN) 
group and join the Liberals (ALDE). 
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Italy 
Italian European elections are notoriously difficult to predict because of the changing party and coalition line-up in elections. For example, this will be the first 
election battle between the two new large parties: Berlusconi’s The People of Freedom (PdL) and the centre-left Democratic Party (PD). We predict that 
Berlusconi’s party will do slightly worse than the opinion polls are currently predicting, but will only lose one seat compared to five years ago. On the other side, 
we expect the PD to do slightly worse this time than in 2004, and for the PD delegation to be split between the Socialist group and the Liberal (ALDE) group. 

 

Latvia 
The Latvian government resigned at the end of February and has not yet been replaced. Also, Latvian opinion poll data are hard to come by. Add to this a 
disastrous economic situation. Hence, the upcoming European elections in Latvia are very difficult to predict. Nevertheless, we expect that main winners to be the 
centre-left Harmony Centre (SC) to do better than last time, picking up a couple of seats, and the rightwing Fatherland and Freedom Party (TB/LNNK) to be the 
main losers. 



 

Lithuania 
We are predicting that there will not be much change in the fortunes of the parties in Lithuania since the result in the parliamentary in October 2008. As a result, 
the three governing parties should win some seats, mainly at the expense of the main opposition Labour Party (DP), whose support has collapsed since the 
European elections in 2004. 

 

Luxembourg 
Luxembourg is holding a national election on the same day as the European election. However, with only 6 seats at stake we do not expect any seats to change 
hands, despite a decline in support for the two parties in the grand coalition government. 



 

Malta 
As was the case in 2004, we predict that the governing Maltese Nationalist Party (PN) will lose the election to the opposition Labour Party (MLP), with 3 seats for 
the MLP and 2 for PN. 

 

Netherlands 
The big uncertainty in the Dutch election will be the performance of Geert Wilders rightwing populist Party for Freedom (PvdV). We predict that he will win 3 
seats, but he may win more. The main losers will be the two main governing parties, the Christian Democrats (CDA) and the Labour Party (PvdA). 

 

Poland 
The governing centre-right Civic Platform (PO) is still remarkably popular in Poland. But, while support for the conservative Law and Justice party (PiS) has fallen 
since the general election in 2007, it is still well above its standing in 2004. We consequently predict that these two parties will be the main winners in the 
European elections in June. 



 



 

Portugal 
The European elections in June in Portugal will be a dry run for the national parliamentary elections which will take place in September. The governing Socialists 
(PS) are currently ahead in the polls, but we expect the opposition centre-right Social Democrats (PSD) to close the gap. However, we predict these two parties 
to both lose seats, while the conservative CDS-PP and the Left Bloc (BE) should pick up seats. 

 

Romania 
A new Democratic Liberal Party (PD-L) and Social Democrat (PSD) was took office in Bucharest in December 2008 and is currently enjoying a honeymoon 
period. However, the new PD-L party should lose seats compared to the combined performance of the two former parties in the last European elections in 
Romania in 2007. 

 



 

Slovakia 
We expect the main governing party in Slovakia, the Social Democrats (Smer), to perform much better in the European elections this year than they did five years 
ago. We also expect the Slovak National Party (SNS), which is a junior coalition partner, in the government to pick up 2 seats. In contrast, we expect the Christian 
Democrats (KDH) and the conservative People’s Union (HZDS) to lose seats. 

 

Slovenia 
The Slovenian Social Democrats (SD), who won the parliamentary elections in September 2008, are running high in the polls, and should pick up seats. We also 
predict that the main opposition party, the centre-right Slovenian Democratic Party (SDS) should gain a seat. The new New Politics (Zares) party should also win 
a seat, while the Liberal Democrats (LDS) and the Christian People’s Party (NSi) have seen their support collapse, and so should lose seats. 

 



 

Spain 
Since this will be a mid-term election in the middle of an economic crisis, we predict the governing Socialist Workers Party (PSOE) to lose quite a few seats. 
However, we do not expect the opposition People’s Party (PP) to win seats either. Instead, we predict the votes to go to the smaller regionalist coalitions and the 
centrist Union of Progress and Democracy (UPyD). 

 

Sweden 
We predict that the main opposition party, the Social Democrats (SAP) will do well in the elections, and win 2 seats. However, this is likely to be mainly at the 
expense of the anti-European June List (JL), as the left-wing supporters of this party will go back to the Social Democrats now that that party is no-longer in 
government. Amongst the governing parties, the Moderate Party (M) is likely to gain an extra seat, while the Liberals (FPL) could lose a seat. 

 



United Kingdom 
The opposition Conservative Party is running well ahead of the governing Labour Party in the polls. However, the Labour Party did extremely badly in the 
European elections in 2004 and the electoral system (regional districts with d’Hondt) should mean that Labour should not lose any seats and may even win one 
or two. The main losers of the election are likely to be the Eurosceptic UK Independence Party, many of whose voters are likely to go back to the Conservative 
Party or to the extreme right British National Party, who could possibly win a seat. 

 



 

About the Authors 
 

 

Simon Hix 
 

Simon Hix is Professor of European and Comparative Politics at the London School of Economics and Political Science. He has written several books, including 
most recently What's Wrong With the European Union and How to Fix It (Polity, 2008). In 2008 he won the Fenno Prize from the American Political Science 
Association (APSA) for his book (with Abdul Noury and Gerard Roland) Democratic Politics in the European Parliament (Cambridge, 2007), in 2005 he won 
APSA’s Longley Prize for the best article in 2004 on representation and electoral systems, and in 2004 he won a Fulbright Distinguished Scholar Award. Website 
 

Michael Marsh 
Michael Marsh is Professor of Comparative Political Behaviour and Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences at Trinity College Dublin. He has 
written and edited a number of books, the most recent of which, The Irish Voter (Manchester University Press, 2008) won the Political Studies Association of 
Ireland's best book of 2008 prize, and almost one hundred professional articles and book chapters on parties and elections. He served as a principal investigator 
for the Irish election study 2002-2007, and has been part of a team running pan-EU surveys in European Parliament elections since 1991. Website 

 

Nick Vivyan 
 

Nick Vivyan is a Doctoral Research Student in the Department of Government at the London School of Economics and Political Science. He is a member of the 
Political Science and Political Economy research group at the LSE. His doctoral research, on voting behaviour in central banks, is funded by the Economic and 
Social Research Council of the UK. His research interests also include quantitative methods, particularly Bayesian data analysis. 

http://www.predict09.eu/default/en-us/about_authors.aspx�
http://personal.lse.ac.uk/hix
http://www.tcd.ie/Political_Science/staff/michael_marsh/


 

About Burson-Marsteller 
 

Burson-Marsteller is a leading global public relations and public affairs firm whose knowledge, strategic insights and innovative programs help drive strong 
corporate and brand reputations for its clients. In Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA) our network provides clients with the ultimate offer in public relations, 
integrated communications and public affairs services. 
Burson-Marsteller Brussels, which commissioned this study, helps companies and organisations influence the development and implementation of EU public 
policy, as well as running EMEA-wide public affairs and media campaigns. 
 
 

http://www.predict09.eu/default/en-us/about_bm.aspx�

	Foreword by the President of the European Parliament
	Hans-Gert Pöttering   

	Methodology
	The Statistical Model in More Detail

	Overall Analysis
	Balance of Power Inside the EP Groups

	Analysis by Member State
	Austria
	Belgium
	Bulgaria
	Cyprus
	Czech Republic
	Denmark
	Estonia
	Finland
	France
	Germany
	Greece
	Hungary
	Ireland
	Italy
	Latvia
	Lithuania
	Luxembourg
	Malta
	Netherlands
	Poland
	Portugal
	Romania
	Slovakia
	Slovenia
	Spain
	Sweden
	United Kingdom

	About the Authors
	Simon Hix
	Michael Marsh
	Nick Vivyan

	About Burson-Marsteller

