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Artificial intelligence: Commission kicks off work on marrying cutting-edge
technology and ethical standards

Brussels, 9 March 2018

The Commission is setting up a group on artificial intelligence to gather expert input and
rally a broad alliance of diverse stakeholders.

The expert group will also draw up a proposal for guidelines on Al ethics, building on today's statement
by the European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies.

From better healthcare to safer transport and more sustainable farming, artificial intelligence (AI) can
bring major benefits to our society and economy. And yet, questions related to the impact of Al on the
future of work and existing legislation are raised. This calls for a wide, open and inclusive discussion on
how to use and develop artificial intelligence both successfully and ethically sound.

Commission Vice-President for the Digital Single Market Andrus Ansip said: “Step by step, we are
setting up the right environment for Europe to make the most of what artificial intelligence can offer.
Data, supercomputers and bold investment are essential for developing artificial intelligence, along
with a broad public discussion combined with the respect of ethical principles for its take-up. As always
with the use of technologies, trust is a must.”

Carlos Moedas, Commissioner in charge of Research, Science and Innovation,added: "Artificial
intelligence has developed rapidly from a digital technology for insiders to a very dynamic key enabling
technology with market creating potential. And yet, how do we back these technological changes with a
firm ethical position? It bears down to the question, what society we want to live in. Today's statement
lays the groundwork for our reply.”

Commissioner for Digital Economy and Society Mariya Gabriel said: "To reap all the benefits of
artificial intelligence the technology must always be used in the citizens' interest and respect the
highest ethical standards, promote European values and uphold fundamental rights. That is why we are
constantly in dialogue with key stakeholders, including researchers, providers, implementers and users
of this technology. Our work to build a Digital Single Market is essential for encouraging the
development and take-up of new technologies."

Today the Commission has opened applications to join an expert group in artificial intelligence which
will be tasked to:

- advise the Commission on how to build a broad and diverse community of stakeholders in a
"European Al Alliance";

- support the implementation of the upcoming European initiative on artificial intelligence (April
2018);

- come forward by the end of the year with draft guidelines for the ethical development and use of
artificial intelligence based on the EU's fundamental rights. In doing so, it will consider issues such
as fairness, safety, transparency, the future of work, democracy and more broadly the impact on
the application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights. The guidelines will be drafted following a
wide consultation and building on today's statement by the European Group on Ethics in Science
and New Technologies (EGE), an independent advisory body to the European Commission.

The call for applications for an expert group in artificial intelligence will end on 9 April and the
Commission aims to set this group up by May. This group will gather and build on the work done by
other experts which is relevant to artificial intelligence, such as the high-level strategy group for
industrial technologies (intermediate report) and the expert group on liability and new technologies.
For the latter a call for applications was also launched today. This expert group will assist the
Commission in analysing the challenges related to the existing liability framework.

The Commission will work closely with Member States, especially through the European platform of
national initiatives to digitise industry (next forum event organised in France on 27 and 28 March),
with the European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee, the Committee of the
Regions as well as international organisations and fora (such as the G7). Artificial intelligence will be
one of the key topics discussed as part of the Digital Day taking place in Brussels on 10 April.


https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/news-redirect/615815
http://ec.europa.eu/research/ege/pdf/ege_ai_statement_2018.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/ege/index.cfm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/ege/index.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/industrial_technologies/pdf/re_finding_industry_022018.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-detail.cfm?item_id=615947
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/digitising-european-industry-stakeholder-forum-2018
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/events/digital-day-2018

Background

The Joint Declaration on the EU's legislative priorities for 2018-2019called for a high level of data
protection, digital rights and ethical standards in artificial intelligence and robotics.

The Commission has already taken action to make optimal use of what artificial intelligence can offer,
with:

- investments in research and innovation in the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme including a call
for an Al-on-demand platform that will gather tools and algorithms for users such as SMEs, non-
tech sector and public admnistrations to test solutions based on artificial intelligence, investments
in digital infrastructure such as high-performance computing, the network of Digital Innovation
Hubs and projects across thematic areas using artificial intelligence for developing new knowledge,
products and services

- the creation of a Digital Single Market, including a comprehensive framework for the free flow of
personal and non-personal data, first-class connectivity across Europe and stronger cybersecurity
rules.

The Commission will build further on this progress with a communication on artificial intelligence to be
presented in the coming weeks, in line with the conclusions of the European Council of October 2017.
This initiative will help stimulate investments and accelerate the development and take-up of this
technology.

For More Information
- Call for applications to group of experts on artificial intelligence

- Statement on artificial intelligence by the European Group on Ethics in Science and New
Technologies

- Call for applications to group of experts on liability and new technologies

- Commission's website on artificial intelligence

IP/18/1381

Press contacts:

Nathalie VANDYSTADT (+32 2 296 70 83)

Lucia CAUDET (+32 2 295 61 82)

Inga HOGLUND (+32 2 295 06 98)

Victoria VON HAMMERSTEIN-GESMOLD (+32 2 295 50 40)

General public inquiries: Europe Direct by phone 00 800 67 89 10 11 or by email



https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/joint-declaration-eus-legislative-priorities-2018_en
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/artificial-intelligence
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/ict-26-2018-2020.html
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-64_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/digital-innovation-hubs
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/digital-innovation-hubs
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-386_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-3190_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3008_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-3193_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-3193_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2017/10/19-20/
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/news-redirect/615815
http://ec.europa.eu/research/ege/pdf/ege_ai_statement_2018.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-detail.cfm?item_id=615947
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/artificial-intelligence
mailto:Nathalie.VANDYSTADT@ec.europa.eu
mailto:lucia.caudet@ec.europa.eu
mailto:inga.hoglund@ec.europa.eu
mailto:victoria.von-hammerstein-gesmold@ec.europa.eu
http://europa.eu/contact/
http://europa.eu/contact/call-us/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/contact/write-to-us/index_en.htm

	Artificial intelligence: Commission kicks off work on marrying cutting-edge technology and ethical standards

