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Candidate Delegate Summary 

Description Obama Clinton 
Pledged Delegates* (GP) 1,765.5 1,639.5 
Superdelegates** (DCW) 396.5 283.5 
Total Delegates 2162.0 1923.0 
Delegates Lead 239.0 -- 
Percentage of Required Delegates 103% -- 
Delegates Needed to Win Nomination Dem. Nominee! -- 

Last Updated: 06/04/2008 12:30 AM (EST) 
source: 2008 Democratic Convention Watch - (http://demconwatch.blogspot.com/2008/03/guide-to-2008-
democratic-convention.html ) 
 
 
 
*Pledged delegates 
Democratic candidates campaign for the nomination in a series of primary elections and caucus events. The 
results from these primaries and caucuses determine the number of pledged delegates committed to vote for 
each candidate at the Democratic National Convention. Pledged delegates are allocated to each of the fifty 
US states following two main criteria: (1) the proportion of votes each state gave to the Democratic candidate 
in the last three presidential elections, and (2) the percentage of votes each state has in the United States 
Electoral College. In addition, fixed numbers of delegates are allocated to the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, American Samoa, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Democrats Abroad under the party's Delegate 
Selection Rules for the 2008 Democratic National Convention. Pledged delegates reflect the preferences of 
voters but are not actually legally bound to vote for the candidate they represent. However, since candidates 
may remove delegates who they feel may be disloyal, the delegates generally vote as pledged. In 2008, a 
total of 3,253 pledged delegate votes will be awarded through the primaries and caucuses. 
 
**Superdelegates 
There are currently a total of 823.5 unpledged delegates (known as superdelegates) who are free to vote for 
any candidate at the convention. Superdelegate votes are given equal weight to the votes of pledged 
delegates. Superdelegates are members of the United States House of Representatives and Senate, state 
and territorial governors, members of the Democratic National Committee, distinguished party leaders, and 
add-on delegates selected by the state parties. They represent almost 20 percent of the total 4,233 
delegates. 
The number and composition of superdelegates can change right up to the start of the Democratic National 
Convention. The total number of superdelegate votes at the start of the primary season in October 2007 
stood at 850. Various events such as deaths, elections, and disqualifications have brought the total to its 
current state. Further change is possible, given that in Maryland's 4th congressional district special election, 
2008, on June 17, the Democrat is heavily favored to win a currently open seat. 
While officially uncommitted until the convention, the superdelegates may publicly endorse or commit to a 
candidate at any time. The presidential candidates compete heavily for these commitments. News 
organizations survey the superdelegates periodically throughout the election season and try to calculate how 
many have committed to each of the candidates. The media often include these superdelegate estimates in 
their reporting on the race, leading to differing delegate counts from various news sources. 
 
 
 


