Prague Speech On Nuclear Weapons
di Barack Obama

4 aprile 2009

Thank you so much. Thank you for this wonderful welcome. Thank you to the people of Prague.
Thank you to the people of the Czech Republic. (Applause.) Today, I'm proud to stand here with
you in the middle of this great city, in the center of Europe. (Applause.) And, to paraphrase one of
my predecessors, | am also proud to be the man who brought Michelle Obama to Prague.
(Applause.)

To Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, to all the dignitaries who are here, thank you for your
extraordinary hospitality. And to the people of the Czech Republic, thank you for your friendship to
the United States. (Applause.)

I've learned over many years to appreciate the good company and the good humor of the Czech
people in my hometown of Chicago. (Applause.) Behind me is a statue of a hero of the Czech
people -- Tomas Masaryk. (Applause.) In 1918, after America had pledged its support for Czech
independence, Masaryk spoke to a crowd in Chicago that was estimated to be over 100,000. | don't
think I can match his record -- (laughter) -- but I am honored to follow his footsteps from Chicago
to Prague. (Applause.)

For over a thousand years, Prague has set itself apart from any other city in any other place. You've
known war and peace. You've seen empires rise and fall. You've led revolutions in the arts and
science, in politics and in poetry. Through it all, the people of Prague have insisted on pursuing
their own path, and defining their own destiny. And this city -- this Golden City which is both
ancient and youthful -- stands as a living monument to your unconquerable spirit.

When | was born, the world was divided, and our nations were faced with very different
circumstances. Few people would have predicted that someone like me would one day become the
President of the United States. (Applause.) Few people would have predicted that an American
President would one day be permitted to speak to an audience like this in Prague. (Applause.) Few
would have imagined that the Czech Republic would become a free nation, a member of NATO, a
leader of a united Europe. Those ideas would have been dismissed as dreams.

We are here today because enough people ignored the voices who told them that the world could
not change.

We're here today because of the courage of those who stood up and took risks to say that freedom is
a right for all people, no matter what side of a wall they live on, and no matter what they look like.
We are here today because of the Prague Spring -- because the simple and principled pursuit of
liberty and opportunity shamed those who relied on the power of tanks and arms to put down the
will of a people.

We are here today because 20 years ago, the people of this city took to the streets to claim the
promise of a new day, and the fundamental human rights that had been denied them for far too long.
Sametova Revoluce -- (applause) -- the Velvet Revolution taught us many things. It showed us that
peaceful protest could shake the foundations of an empire, and expose the emptiness of an ideology.
It showed us that small countries can play a pivotal role in world events, and that young people can
lead the way in overcoming old conflicts. (Applause.) And it proved that moral leadership is more
powerful than any weapon.

That's why I'm speaking to you in the center of a Europe that is peaceful, united and free -- because
ordinary people believed that divisions could be bridged, even when their leaders did not. They
believed that walls could come down; that peace could prevail.



We are here today because Americans and Czechs believed against all odds that today could be
possible. (Applause.)

Now, we share this common history. But now this generation -- our generation -- cannot stand still.
We, too, have a choice to make. As the world has become less divided, it has become more
interconnected. And we've seen events move faster than our ability to control them -- a global
economy in crisis, a changing climate, the persistent dangers of old conflicts, new threats and the
spread of catastrophic weapons.

None of these challenges can be solved quickly or easily. But all of them demand that we listen to
one another and work together; that we focus on our common interests, not on occasional
differences; and that we reaffirm our shared values, which are stronger than any force that could
drive us apart. That is the work that we must carry on. That is the work that | have come to Europe
to begin. (Applause.)

To renew our prosperity, we need action coordinated across borders. That means investments to
create new jobs. That means resisting the walls of protectionism that stand in the way of growth.
That means a change in our financial system, with new rules to prevent abuse and future crisis.
(Applause.)

And we have an obligation to our common prosperity and our common humanity to extend a hand
to those emerging markets and impoverished people who are suffering the most, even though they
may have had very little to do with financial crises, which is why we set aside over a trillion dollars
for the International Monetary Fund earlier this week, to make sure that everybody -- everybody --
receives some assistance. (Applause.)

Now, to protect our planet, now is the time to change the way that we use energy. (Applause.)
Together, we must confront climate change by ending the world's dependence on fossil fuels, by
tapping the power of new sources of energy like the wind and sun, and calling upon all nations to do
their part. And | pledge to you that in this global effort, the United States is now ready to lead.
(Applause.)

To provide for our common security, we must strengthen our alliance. NATO was founded 60 years
ago, after Communism took over Czechoslovakia. That was when the free world learned too late
that it could not afford division. So we came together to forge the strongest alliance that the world
has ever known. And we should -- stood shoulder to shoulder -- year after year, decade after decade
-- until an Iron Curtain was lifted, and freedom spread like flowing water.

This marks the 10th year of NATO membership for the Czech Republic. And I know that many
times in the 20th century, decisions were made without you at the table. Great powers let you down,
or determined your destiny without your voice being heard. | am here to say that the United States
will never turn its back on the people of this nation. (Applause.) We are bound by shared values,
shared history -- (applause.) We are bound by shared values and shared history and the enduring
promise of our alliance. NATO's Article V states it clearly: An attack on one is an attack on all.
That is a promise for our time, and for all time.

The people of the Czech Republic kept that promise after America was attacked; thousands were
Killed on our soil, and NATO responded. NATO's mission in Afghanistan is fundamental to the
safety of people on both sides of the Atlantic. We are targeting the same al Qaeda terrorists who
have struck from New York to London, and helping the Afghan people take responsibility for their
future. We are demonstrating that free nations can make common cause on behalf of our common
security. And | want you to know that we honor the sacrifices of the Czech people in this endeavor,
and mourn the loss of those you've lost.

But no alliance can afford to stand still. We must work together as NATO members so that we have
contingency plans in place to deal with new threats, wherever they may come from. We must
strengthen our cooperation with one another, and with other nations and institutions around the
world, to confront dangers that recognize no borders. And we must pursue constructive relations
with Russia on issues of common concern.



Now, one of those issues that I'll focus on today is fundamental to the security of our nations and to
the peace of the world -- that's the future of nuclear weapons in the 21st century.

The existence of thousands of nuclear weapons is the most dangerous legacy of the Cold War. No
nuclear war was fought between the United States and the Soviet Union, but generations lived with
the knowledge that their world could be erased in a single flash of light. Cities like Prague that
existed for centuries, that embodied the beauty and the talent of so much of humanity, would have
ceased to exist.

Today, the Cold War has disappeared but thousands of those weapons have not. In a strange turn of
history, the threat of global nuclear war has gone down, but the risk of a nuclear attack has gone up.
More nations have acquired these weapons. Testing has continued. Black market trade in nuclear
secrets and nuclear materials abound. The technology to build a bomb has spread. Terrorists are
determined to buy, build or steal one. Our efforts to contain these dangers are centered on a global
non-proliferation regime, but as more people and nations break the rules, we could reach the point
where the center cannot hold.

Now, understand, this matters to people everywhere. One nuclear weapon exploded in one city -- be
it New York or Moscow, Islamabad or Mumbai, Tokyo or Tel Aviv, Paris or Prague -- could kill
hundreds of thousands of people. And no matter where it happens, there is no end to what the
consequences might be -- for our global safety, our security, our society, our economy, to our
ultimate survival.

Some argue that the spread of these weapons cannot be stopped, cannot be checked -- that we are
destined to live in a world where more nations and more people possess the ultimate tools of
destruction. Such fatalism is a deadly adversary, for if we believe that the spread of nuclear
weapons is inevitable, then in some way we are admitting to ourselves that the use of nuclear
weapons is inevitable.

Just as we stood for freedom in the 20th century, we must stand together for the right of people
everywhere to live free from fear in the 21st century. (Applause.) And as nuclear power -- as a
nuclear power, as the only nuclear power to have used a nuclear weapon, the United States has a
moral responsibility to act. We cannot succeed in this endeavor alone, but we can lead it, we can
start it.

So today, | state clearly and with conviction America's commitment to seek the peace and security
of a world without nuclear weapons. (Applause.) I'm not naive. This goal will not be reached
quickly -- perhaps not in my lifetime. It will take patience and persistence. But now we, too, must
ignore the voices who tell us that the world cannot change. We have to insist, "Yes, we can."
(Applause.)

Now, let me describe to you the trajectory we need to be on. First, the United States will take
concrete steps towards a world without nuclear weapons. To put an end to Cold War thinking, we
will reduce the role of nuclear weapons in our national security strategy, and urge others to do the
same. Make no mistake: As long as these weapons exist, the United States will maintain a safe,
secure and effective arsenal to deter any adversary, and guarantee that defense to our allies --
including the Czech Republic. But we will begin the work of reducing our arsenal.

To reduce our warheads and stockpiles, we will negotiate a new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
with the Russians this year. (Applause.) President Medvedev and | began this process in London,
and will seek a new agreement by the end of this year that is legally binding and sufficiently bold.
And this will set the stage for further cuts, and we will seek to include all nuclear weapons states in
this endeavor.

To achieve a global ban on nuclear testing, my administration will immediately and aggressively
pursue U.S. ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. (Applause.) After more than five
decades of talks, it is time for the testing of nuclear weapons to finally be banned.

And to cut off the building blocks needed for a bomb, the United States will seek a new treaty that
verifiably ends the production of fissile materials intended for use in state nuclear weapons. If we



are serious about stopping the spread of these weapons, then we should put an end to the dedicated
production of weapons-grade materials that create them. That's the first step.

Second, together we will strengthen the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as a basis for cooperation.
The basic bargain is sound: Countries with nuclear weapons will move towards disarmament,
countries without nuclear weapons will not acquire them, and all countries can access peaceful
nuclear energy. To strengthen the treaty, we should embrace several principles. We need more
resources and authority to strengthen international inspections. We need real and immediate
consequences for countries caught breaking the rules or trying to leave the treaty without cause.
And we should build a new framework for civil nuclear cooperation, including an international fuel
bank, so that countries can access peaceful power without increasing the risks of proliferation. That
must be the right of every nation that renounces nuclear weapons, especially developing countries
embarking on peaceful programs. And no approach will succeed if it's based on the denial of rights
to nations that play by the rules. We must harness the power of nuclear energy on behalf of our
efforts to combat climate change, and to advance peace opportunity for all people.

But we go forward with no illusions. Some countries will break the rules. That's why we need a
structure in place that ensures when any nation does, they will face consequences.

Just this morning, we were reminded again of why we need a new and more rigorous approach to
address this threat. North Korea broke the rules once again by testing a rocket that could be used for
long range missiles. This provocation underscores the need for action -- not just this afternoon at the
U.N. Security Council, but in our determination to prevent the spread of these weapons.

Rules must be binding. Violations must be punished. Words must mean something. The world must
stand together to prevent the spread of these weapons. Now is the time for a strong international
response -- (applause) -- now is the time for a strong international response, and North Korea must
know that the path to security and respect will never come through threats and illegal weapons. All
nations must come together to build a stronger, global regime. And that's why we must stand
shoulder to shoulder to pressure the North Koreans to change course.

Iran has yet to build a nuclear weapon. My administration will seek engagement with Iran based on
mutual interests and mutual respect. We believe in dialogue. (Applause.) But in that dialogue we
will present a clear choice. We want Iran to take its rightful place in the community of nations,
politically and economically. We will support Iran's right to peaceful nuclear energy with rigorous
inspections. That's a path that the Islamic Republic can take. Or the government can choose
increased isolation, international pressure, and a potential nuclear arms race in the region that will
increase insecurity for all.

So let me be clear: Iran's nuclear and ballistic missile activity poses a real threat, not just to the
United States, but to Iran's neighbors and our allies. The Czech Republic and Poland have been
courageous in agreeing to host a defense against these missiles. As long as the threat from Iran
persists, we will go forward with a missile defense system that is cost-effective and proven.
(Applause.) If the Iranian threat is eliminated, we will have a stronger basis for security, and the
driving force for missile defense construction in Europe will be removed. (Applause.)

So, finally, we must ensure that terrorists never acquire a nuclear weapon. This is the most
immediate and extreme threat to global security. One terrorist with one nuclear weapon could
unleash massive destruction. Al Qaeda has said it seeks a bomb and that it would have no problem
with using it. And we know that there is unsecured nuclear material across the globe. To protect our
people, we must act with a sense of purpose without delay.

So today | am announcing a new international effort to secure all vulnerable nuclear material
around the world within four years. We will set new standards, expand our cooperation with Russia,
pursue new partnerships to lock down these sensitive materials.

We must also build on our efforts to break up black markets, detect and intercept materials in
transit, and use financial tools to disrupt this dangerous trade. Because this threat will be lasting, we
should come together to turn efforts such as the Proliferation Security Initiative and the Global
Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism into durable international institutions. And we should start



by having a Global Summit on Nuclear Security that the United States will host within the next
year. (Applause.)

Now, I know that there are some who will question whether we can act on such a broad agenda.
There are those who doubt whether true international cooperation is possible, given inevitable
differences among nations. And there are those who hear talk of a world without nuclear weapons
and doubt whether it's worth setting a goal that seems impossible to achieve.

But make no mistake: We know where that road leads. When nations and peoples allow themselves
to be defined by their differences, the gulf between them widens. When we fail to pursue peace,
then it stays forever beyond our grasp. We know the path when we choose fear over hope. To
denounce or shrug off a call for cooperation is an easy but also a cowardly thing to do. That's how
wars begin. That's where human progress ends.

There is violence and injustice in our world that must be confronted. We must confront it not by
splitting apart but by standing together as free nations, as free people. (Applause.) I know that a call
to arms can stir the souls of men and women more than a call to lay them down. But that is why the
voices for peace and progress must be raised together. (Applause.)

Those are the voices that still echo through the streets of Prague. Those are the ghosts of 1968.
Those were the joyful sounds of the Velvet Revolution. Those were the Czechs who helped bring
down a nuclear-armed empire without firing a shot.

Human destiny will be what we make of it. And here in Prague, let us honor our past by reaching
for a better future. Let us bridge our divisions, build upon our hopes, accept our responsibility to
leave this world more prosperous and more peaceful than we found it. (Applause.) Together we can
do it.

Thank you very much. Thank you, Prague.

Traduzione italiana

Quando sono nato il mondo era spaccato in due e le nostre nazioni erano alle prese con situazioni
molto differenti. Pochi avrebbero potuto prevedere che una persona come me sarebbe un giorno
potuta diventare presidente degli Stati Uniti. Pochi avrebbero potuto prevedere che a un presidente
americano sarebbe stato concesso di parlare a un pubblico simile a questo qui a Praga.

Siamo qui oggi perché la Primavera di Praga, la semplice ricerca di liberta e opportunita, hanno
gettato la vergogna addosso a coloro che facevano affidamento sui carri armati e sulle armi per
domare la volonta di un popolo. Siamo qui oggi perché venti anni fa gli abitanti di questa citta
scesero per le strade per esigere la promessa di un giorno diverso, perché i diritti umani di base
erano stati loro negati troppo a lungo. La "Sametova Revoluce", la Rivoluzione di Velluto, ci ha
insegnato molte cose: prima di tutto che una protesta pacifica puo scuotere le fondamenta di un
impero, portando in piena luce il vuoto della sua ideologia.

Adesso questa generazione, la nostra, non pu0 starsene immobile con le mani in mano. Anche noi
dobbiamo prendere una decisione. Allorché il mondo € diventato meno spaccato, e diventato piu
interdipendente. Abbiamo assistito a eventi che si verificavano piu velocemente della nostra
capacita a controllarli: una economia globale in crisi, un cambiamento del clima, i pericoli
persistenti di vecchi conflitti, nuove minacce e il proliferare di armi temibili e catastrofiche.

La questione su cui mi soffermo oggi e di importanza vitale per la sicurezza delle nostre nazioni e
per la pace nel mondo: sto parlando del futuro delle armi nucleari nel XXI secolo. L'esistenza di
migliaia di armi nucleari é il lascito piu pericoloso che ci sia arrivato dalla Guerra Fredda. Tra Stati
Uniti e Unione Sovietica non si & combattuta alcuna guerra nucleare, ma generazioni intere di
persone hanno vissuto con la consapevolezza che il loro mondo poteva essere spazzato via in



qualsiasi momento da un unico lampo di luce. Citta come Praga, che hanno una storia secolare alle
spalle, avrebbero potuto cessare di esistere.

Oggi la Guerra Fredda non esiste piu, ma esistono invece migliaia di questi ordigni. Per uno strano
scherzo del destino, la minaccia di una guerra nucleare globale si € sensibilmente ridotta, ma il
rischio di un attacco nucleare e aumentato. Un numero maggiore di nazioni e in possesso di queste
armi. Le sperimentazioni continuano. Il mercato nero vende e compra segreti nucleari e i materiali
per l'atomica abbondano. La tecnologia necessaria a costruire un‘atomica si € diffusa. | terroristi
sono decisi a comperarne, costruirne o rubarne una.

Cerchiamo di capirci: questa & una questione che interessa tutti, ovunque. Un'unica bomba nucleare
esplosa in una citta - si tratti di New York o di Mosca, di Islamabad o di Mumbai, di Tokyo o di Tel
Aviv, di Parigi o di Praga - potrebbe uccidere centinaia di migliaia di persone. E indipendentemente
da cio che potrebbe accadere, non c'e limite a quelle che potrebbero essere le conseguenze per la
nostra sicurezza globale, la nostra vita, la nostra societa, la nostra economia, la nostra
sopravvivenza stessa.

Proprio come nel XX secolo ci siamo battuti per la liberta, adesso dobbiamo essere uniti per il
diritto di tutti i popoli a vivere affrancati dalla paura nel XXI secolo. Essendo una potenza nucleare,
essendo l'unica potenza nucleare ad aver mai fatto uso di un‘arma nucleare, gli Stati Uniti hanno una
responsabilita precisa morale ad agire. Da soli non potremo perseguire il successo in questa
impresa, ma potremo indicare la strada da seguire, potremo aprirla. Forse non ci riusciremo
nell'arco delle nostre vite. Occorreranno pazienza e tenacia. Tuttavia anche noi adesso dobbiamo
ignorare le voci che affermano che il mondo non pud cambiare. Anzi, dobbiamo insistere e dire:
"Yes, we can", si, possiamo cambiarlo.

Permettetemi di descrivervi il percorso che dovremo seguire. Prima di tutto gli Stati Uniti
prenderanno provvedimenti concreti per dirigerci verso quel futuro, un mondo senza armi nucleari.
Per porre fine alla mentalita da Guerra Fredda, dobbiamo ridurre il ruolo delle armi nucleari nella
nostra strategia di sicurezza nazionale e sollecitare gli altri a fare altrettanto. Non fraintendetemi:
finché questi armi esisteranno, gli Stati Uniti manterranno il loro sicuro ed efficace arsenale a fini di
deterrenza nei confronti di qualsiasi nemico, e garantiranno la difesa dei loro alleati, compresa la
Repubblica Ceca. Ma inizieremo I'opera di riduzione del nostro arsenale.

Per ridurre le nostre testate e le nostre scorte di armi nucleari, negozieremo un nuovo Trattato di
Riduzione delle Armi Strategiche con i russi questo stesso anno. Il presidente Medvedev e io
abbiamo dato inizio a questo processo a Londra e cercheremo di approdare a un nuovo accordo
entro la fine di quest'anno.

Per arrivare a una messa al bando globale dei test nucleari, la mia Amministrazione cerchera
immediatamente e con determinazione di ottenere la ratifica negli Stati Uniti del Trattato per la
messa al bando dei test nucleari. Dopo oltre cinquant'anni di trattative, & giunta I'ora di mettere per
sempre al bando i test nucleari.

Per ostacolare e rendere difficile il reperimento dei materiali occorrenti a realizzare una bomba, gli
Stati Uniti lavoreranno a un nuovo trattato che in modo verificabile ponga fine alla produzione dei
materiali fissili utilizzati dagli Stati nella costruzione di una bomba nucleare. Se siamo decisi a
voler porre fine alla diffusione e proliferazione di queste armi, dobbiamo allora porre fine alla
produzione mirata di materiali necessari a costruirle. Questo e un primo passo.

Secondo: insieme rafforzeremo il Trattato di non proliferazione nucleare facendone un caposaldo
della nostra collaborazione. Le cose sono alquanto chiare: i Paesi in possesso di armi nucleari si



orienteranno verso il disarmo. | Paesi senza armi nucleari non le acquisiranno, e tutti i Paesi
potranno avere accesso all'energia nucleare a scopi pacifici. Per rendere ancora piu solido il trattato,
dovremmo sottoscriverne parecchi principi: ci occorrono piu risorse € una maggiore autorita per
moltiplicare le ispezioni a livello internazionale.

Dovremmo inoltre costruire un nuovo contesto finalizzato a una cooperazione nucleare a scopi
civili, per esempio aprendo una banca energetica internazionale, cosi che ogni Paese possa accedere
a questa energia cosi potente senza aumentare i rischi di proliferazione. Questo deve essere un
diritto per ogni nazione che rinunci alle armi nucleari, specialmente i Paesi in via di sviluppo che
aderiscono ai programmi pacifici.

Nessun approccio avra successo se si basera unicamente sul fatto di negare i loro diritti alle nazioni
che rispettano le leggi. Dobbiamo sfruttare tutta la potenza dell'energia nucleare al fine di
perseguire il nostro obiettivo di contrastare il cambiamento del clima e di portare avanti le
opportunita di pace per tutte le persone. Procediamo senza farci illusioni, perd: alcuni Paesi
infrangeranno le regole. Ecco perché ci serve una struttura che assicuri che qualora una nazione si
comportasse cosi ci saranno delle conseguenze certe alle quali dovra fare fronte.

Proprio questa mattina, ci € stato rammentato una volta di piu per quale motivo ci serva un
approccio nuovo e piu rigoroso per affrontare questa minaccia: la Corea del Nord ancora una volta
ha infranto le regole sperimentando un razzo che potrebbe essere utilizzato per lanciare missili a
lunga gittata. Questa provocazione evidenzia una volta di piu la necessita di agire, non soltanto
guesto pomeriggio stesso al Consiglio di Sicurezza delle Nazioni Unite, ma anche con la nostra
determinazione a voler prevenire il diffondersi di queste armi.

L'lIran deve ancora costruire l'atomica. La mia Amministrazione si impegnera con I'lran a cercare
una strada per le trattative, sulla base dei reciproci interessi e del vicendevole rispetto. Noi crediamo
nel dialogo. Ma pur dialogano, dobbiamo presentare una scelta precisa: noi vogliamo che I'lran
prenda il posto che gli compete in seno alla comunita delle nazioni, politicamente ed
economicamente. Noi sosterremo il diritto degli iraniani a procurarsi energia nucleare a scopi
pacifici con ispezioni rigorose. Questa é la strada che la Repubblica Islamica pud sicuramente
imboccare. Altrimenti, il governo potra scegliere di isolarsi ancor piu, le pressioni internazionali,
una potenziale corsa agli armamenti nucleari nella regione che finirebbe con I'aumentare
I'insicurezza di tutti.

Infine dobbiamo essere sicuri che i terroristi non entreranno mai in possesso di un‘arma nucleare.
Questa & la minaccia piu immediata ed estrema alla sicurezza globale. Un unico terrorista, con
un‘unica arma nucleare potrebbe innescare una distruzione di massa imponente. Al Qaeda ha fatto
sapere di essere alla ricerca di un'atomica e che non si farebbe scrupolo a farne uso. Noi sappiamo
che ci sono molti materiali nucleari nel mondo che non sono in sicurezza. Per proteggere i nostri
popoli, dobbiamo agire con finalita ben chiare e senza procrastinare.



