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The Rasmussen Reports daily Presidential Tracking Poll for Friday again shows Barack Obama attracting 
51% of the vote while John McCain earns 44%. For each of the past eight days, Obama has been at 50% 
or 51% and McCain has been at 44% or 45% (see trends). New polling shows Obama pulling away in 
New Hampshire and opening a growing lead in the Electoral College projections.  
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Nationally, the number of voters who believe the country is heading in the right direction has fallen to 
10%. That’s down dramatically from the already low level of 24% just before Lehman Brothers collapsed 
and started the recent Wall Street debacle. Eighty-six percent (86%) now say that the nation has gotten 
off on the wrong track.  
Obama is viewed favorably by 57% of voters, McCain by 52% (see trends). Forty-five percent (45%) 
believe taxes will go up if Obama is elected while 24% say the same about a McCain victory (see 
crosstabs).  
Tracking poll results are based upon nightly telephone interviews and conducted on a three-day rolling 
average basis. Virtually all of the interviews for today’s update were completed before the conclusion of 
the Vice Presidential debate. However, since even last Friday night’s debate between the Presidential 
candidates failed to change the poll results, it is unlikely that last night’s event had a significant impact in 
either direction.  
During last night’s debate, Alaska Governor Sarah Palin referenced a Ronald Reagan quote about 
government not being the solution to our problems. New polling data shows that American voters still 
strongly agree with Reagan on that point.  
Today, the House of Representatives is scheduled to vote on the financial bailout plan recently passed by 
the Senate. Polling from last night will be released at 10:30 this morning showing that a plurality of 
voters still oppose that plan.  
The Rasmussen Reports Balance of Power Calculator shows Obama leading in states with 217 Electoral 
College votes while McCain has the edge in states with 174 votes. When “leaners” are included, Obama 
leads 264-185 (see Quick Campaign Overview). There are currently six states in the Toss-Up category—
Colorado, Florida, North Carolina, Nevada, Ohio, and Virginia. If Obama were to win all the states that 
are currently leaning in his direction, he would need to win only one of those six toss-up states to 
become the nation’s next President.  

http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/general_election_match_up_history
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/new_hampshire/election_2008_new_hampshire_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/election_2008_electoral_college_update
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/alaska/election_2008_alaska_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/arkansas/election_2008_arkansas_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/indiana/election_2008_indiana_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/colorado/election_2008_colorado_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/new_hampshire/election_2008_new_hampshire_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/connecticut/election_2008_connecticut_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/california/election_2008_california_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/alabama/election_2008_alabama_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/arizona/election_2008_arizona_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/florida/election_2008_florida_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/new_mexico/election_2008_new_mexico_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/iowa/election_2008_iowa_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/delaware/election_2008_delaware_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/idaho/election_2008_idaho_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/georgia/election_2008_georgia_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/north_carolina/election_2008_north_carolina_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/oregon/election_2008_oregon_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/maine/election_2008_maine_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/kansas/election_2008_kansas_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/missouri/election_2008_missouri_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/nevada/election_2008_nevada_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/pennsylvania/election_2008_pennsylvania_presidential_election2
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/michigan/election_2008_michigan_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/kentucky/election_2008_kentucky_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/mississippi/election_2008_mississippi_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/ohio/election_2008_ohio_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/wisconsin/election_2008_wisconsin_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/minnesota/election_2008_minnesota_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/illinois/election_2008_illinois_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/louisiana/election_2008_louisiana_president
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/montana/election_2008_montana_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/virginia/election_2008_virginia_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/new_jersey/election_2008_new_jersey_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/maryland/election_2008_maryland_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/oklahoma/election_2008_oklahoma_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/nebraska/election_2008_nebraska_president
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/washington/election_2008_washington_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/massachusetts/election_2008_massachusetts_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/tennessee/election_2008_tennessee_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/north_dakota/election_2008_north_dakota_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/new_york/election_2008_new_york_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/utah/election_2008_utah_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/south_carolina/election_2008_south_carolina_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/rhode_island/election_2008_rhode_island_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/wyoming/election_2008_wyoming_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/south_dakota/election_2008_south_dakota_presidential_election2
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/vermont/election_2008_vermont_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/texas/election_2008_texas_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/west_virginia/election_2008_west_virginia_presidential_election
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/favorable_ratings_for_presidential_candidates
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/premium_content/political_tracking_crosstabs/october_2008/crosstabs_mccain_obama_taxes_october_2_2008
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/premium_content/political_tracking_crosstabs/october_2008/crosstabs_mccain_obama_taxes_october_2_2008
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/59_agree_with_ronald_reagan_government_is_the_problem
http://rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/election_2008_electoral_college_update
http://rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/election_2008_presidential_election_snapshot


New polling was released yesterday for North Carolina, New Mexico, Montana, Kentucky and Nebraska.  
Other recent polls have been released for Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, Kansas, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, and 
Virginia.  
Rasmussen Markets data shows Obama is now given a 66.7 % chance of winning in November (see 
market expectations for key states).  
A total of 270 Electoral Votes are needed to win the White House (see 50-State Summary).  
Daily tracking results are collected via telephone surveys of 1,000 likely voters per night and reported on 
a three-day rolling average basis. The margin of sampling error—for the full sample of 3,000 Likely 
Voters--is +/- 2 percentage points with a 95% level of confidence.  
Like all polling firms, Rasmussen Reports weights its data to reflect the population at large (see 
methodology). Among other targets, Rasmussen Reports weights data by political party affiliation using a 
dynamic weighting process. During the final two months of Election 2008, party weighting targets are 
updated each Sunday (see additional information). For polling data released during the week of 
September 28-October 4, 2008, the partisan weighting targets used by Rasmussen Reports will be 39.0% 
Democratic, 33.4% Republican, and 27.6% unaffiliated. For the preceding week, the partisan weighting 
targets were 39.0% Democratic, 33.5% Republican, and 27.5% unaffiliated.  
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